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GENEVA FOR MEPC DEL 
BEIRUT PASS BAGHDAD 
KUWAIT PASS MUSCAT 

E. SYRIA-USSR: THE USSR HAS NOT BEEN ABLE TO WIN THE HEARTS OF 

THE SYRIANS OR EVEN THEIR MINDS. NEITHER HAVE THEY BEEN SUCCESSFUL 
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IN IRAQ. THE SOVIETS ARE ARROGANT AND DEMANDING AND THEY GIVE 
NOTHING FOR NOTHING. THE SYRIANS DO NOT WISH THE SOVIETS TO 
HAVE A DOMINANT ROLE IN THE AREA AND LOOK TO THE UNITED STATES TO 
TAKE THE INITIATIVE TO ACHIEVE AN ARAB-ISRAELI SETTLEMENT 
IN ORDER TO PUT AN END TO OPPORTUNITIES WHICH PERMIT SOVIET 
MISCHIEF-MAKING IN THE ARAB WORLD. 

F. ARAB FRIENDS OF THE US: TUNISIA, SAUDI ARABIA AND THE ARAB 

GULF STATES WANT THE UNITED STATES UNDER PRESIDENT NIXON AND 

SECRETARY KISSINGER TO SUCCEED IN THEIR CURRENT PEACE-MAKING 

EFFORT BECAUSE SUCH A SUCCESS WILL ENABLE AMERICA S ARAB 

FRIENDS TO WORK OPENLY AND ENERGETICALLY ON BEHALF OF ARAB-AMERICAN 

UNDERSTANDING. WITHOUT IT. AMERICA'S FRIENDS ARE IN A HOPELESS 

SITUATION. THUS, AN AMERICAN ACHIEVED ARAB-ISRAELI SETTLEMENT 

IS IN THE INTEREST OF BOTH THE UNITED STATES AND OF HER 

ARAB FRIENDS. THE LATTER HAVE NO WHERE ELSE TO TURN EXCEPT TOWARDS 

THE UNITED STATES WHICH UNFORTUNATELY IN THE RECENT PAST HAS BEEN 

PURSUING AN UNBALANCED POLICY BASED ON AN OVER IDENTIFICATION OF 

US INTERESTS WITH THOSE OF ISRAEL. 

2. COMMENT: AMBASSADOR ABDALLAH IS A WELL INFORMED CAREER 
DIPLOMAT WHO HAS THE HAPPY TALENT OF BEING ABLE TO SEE THE 
SALIENT FEATURES OF A SITUATION AND OF SUBSEQUENTLY BEING ABLE 
TO ARTICULATE THEM IN A CLEAR AND COGENT MANNER. WHILE I AM NOT 
YET SURE HE HAS DIRECT ACCESS TO THE INNERMOST CIRCLES OF THE 
SYRIAN ESTABLISHMENT, I BELIEVE HE HAS GOOD GENERAL ACCESS 
AND IS IN A POSITION TO PROVIDE ME WITH VALUABLE CURRENT INFORMA- 
TION ON ATMOSPHERICS IN DAMASCUS. IN ANY EVENT I BELIEVE HIS VIEWS 
ARE A GOOD REFLECTION OF WHAT MANY SYRIANS BELIEVE, IF NOT ASAD 
HIMSELF, AND I INTEND TO CULTIVATE MY RELATIONSHIP WITH HIM IN 
THE FUTURE IN ORDER TO PERMIT ME SOME FURTHER ACCESS TO SYRIAN 
CIRCLES OTHERWISE CLOSED TO ME. IT WOULD BE USEFUL IF AMEMBASSY 
TUNIS WOULD BE ABLE TO OBTAIN ANY FURTHER INFORMATION REGARDING 
WASSILA BOURGHIBA'S VISIT TO DAMASCUS. 
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